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    The . Attorney Genera, > Str 
‘Michael Havers, ‘has sited desitt 

| the cousmercial: Radio-Mergury ©: 
station In the Crawley area ‘of 

Sussex, to apply for an injune. 
tion preventing the "pirate - a 

‘station Radio Jacke. from 

broadcasting -in ‘its area, “The * 

aetion will be technically. in 

the name of the AttorntyGen. 
eral in defence fe! pubife 
rather than private - right. - 

It ig thought to be: the ‘first : 
time in ten. years. that the. At- 

‘| torney-General has’. become -1n- 
; volved In. acti ction against a pi- 

rate station, and. follows. a 

campaign by . eh Independent 

| Broadcasting Authority ': ik 

‘{ tighten up_on. ‘pirates “who. tis ; 

not. pay IBA Rentals ° or ‘con 4 

| tribntor's ‘fees. - 
hee 

Radio: Jackie's malin Poe 
ment areca was immediately to 
the south west of London, but 
according .to’ Mr - ‘Jotun 
Aumonier, managing i director 
of Radio Mercury, it is: now 
extending its range to the area 
for which Radio Mercury. took 
up the legal franchise a year 
ago . 

“ Radio Jackte is the most 
dangerous exatople’ of the dur- 
rent airwave anarchy,” said Mr 
Aumonler. The "tae ernee 
against the station aod i 
prietor, Mr Antony ws, had 
the fall Support. % bee the BA, 
who welcomed. the Attorney: 
General's: involvement, 

The Government’s policy is 
to push ahead with its support 

*. bof a new community radio net- 
.} work, which, would fill. the 

local broadcasting - needs now 
‘being met by pirates. A junior _ | RERE PS Mite Me 

{David ‘Mellor, . making this 

Gir cla'he Coral! a. e Government saw 
a great deal. of scope” ‘for 
such # Atos’ seed 

lor ‘added that it 
witig Me be open to ilfegal broad- 

‘| eastets' to apply for licences if 
“t they met’ the rules. At present, 
pirate stations ‘observed no 

standards, paid no 
royalties ‘and. plagiarised mews 
broadcasts. 
The . Government, : said Mr 

. | Mellor, was comuuitted to free 
en ¢ competition, but 
it did not ‘subscribe to notions 

of unfale and illegal 
_ | competition, 
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Radio Mercury 
sues Radio 
Jackie 
Radio Mercury, the independent 
local radio station based in Crawley, 
West Sussex, UK, is suing the owner 
of Radio Jackie, Tony Collis, for 
damages caused by an alleged loss of 
advertising revenue because of Radio 
Jackie’s unlicensed broadcasts in an 
overlapping service area. 

Radio Mercury also sought an 
injunction against Mr Collis, to 
prevent him from future unlicensed 
broadcasting in the area. Mr Collis, 
however, has already given an 
undertaking to the High Court in 
London that he will no longer 
operate the station. 

Radio Jackie continues to 
broadcast, apparently without Mr 
Collis’s involvement. The station 
says it can stay on the air without 
being in contempt of court. It also 
intends to fight the action in the EEC 
European Court of Justice. 
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